
We asked young
people, why they
avoided getting an
STI test



“No signs of concern in terms of no
obvious signs or symptoms”

-ANONYMOUS 

“I’m scared to test when
under the age of 18”

-ANONYMOUS 

CONTINUE 



“It's expensive and it can be hard
to find time to fit it in”

“Hard to get
appointments ASAP”

-ANONYMOUS 

-ANONYMOUS 

CONTINUE 



“I haven’t felt the need to, my partner & I are
both afab (assigned female at birth) people &
most of the sex we have is over the phone as
we’re long-distance, & sex had in-person was
always protected & safe”

-ANONYMOUS 

CONTINUE 



Dispelling some
myths



The most common STI symptoms is
no symptoms! 

STI symptoms can be remembered using the No
DRIPS acronym.

N      symptoms
D ischarge
R ash
I tch
P ain
S ores

The only way to know if you have an STI is to get
tested. We recommend getting tested every 3
months if you have multiple partners and once
every 12 months if you are in a monogamous

relationship.



Young people can access confidential STI
testing, meaning they will not tell your

parent/s or guardian. 

If you’re under 16, you may feel anxious about getting
tested. It is brave and a great thing to get tested to
look after your health. The clinic will only need to
contact an adult in your life if they have concerns that
you are in danger or need support. 

We recommend going to a sexual health clinic. Sexual
Health Quarters (SHQ) has a youth clinic (14-19y/o
only) where they don’t notify your parents regarding
your appointment or your test results.

You can always bring a friend, youth worker or trusted
adult to go with you to get tested.



Some clinics also allow for same
day appointments or walk ins

You can get tested for free or
for low cost at several places in
Boorloo / Perth

Don’t know where to go?
Slide to find out 



Our YEP referral resource on
our website has places to get
STI tests that are affordable
(even free) with and without
concession cards 


